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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 21 October 2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Parulski does not disclose storing a "kind" or 
"type" of object in an image. However, the examiner notes that "kind" and "type" do not 
require specific descriptions of the object in an image. The Fourth Edition of the 
American Heritage College Dictionary defines "kind" as "A group of individuals linked by 
traits held in common" and defines "type" as "A number of people or things having in 
common traits or characteristics that distinguish them as a group or class". The 
grouping of specific images as "Vacation Images" or applying specific creative details to 
a taken image by Parulski meets the both the definition of "kind" and "type". Therefore, 
the rejections based on Parulski are maintained. 

Applicant also amends claims 1,12 and 13 to include the limitation of separate 
memories for storing frames representing an ideal region and image data. However, 
this limitation is also disclosed by Parulski, see column 3, lines 5-26. The amendments 
to claims 7 and 9-1 1 overcomes the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112 second paragraph, 
these rejections are therefore withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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3. Claims 8-11, 14 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927). 
[claim 8] 

In regard to claim 8, note that Parulski et al. discloses an image processing 
device (Figure 1b, Item 14) for image processing of an image data including an 
photographic object, comprising: a reading device (Figure 1b, "MEMORY CARD 
INTERFACE") for reading the image data (i.e. a captured picture) and an information 
having a kind of an object in the image data (e.g. Appendix 1; "%AlbumHeading: 
-Vacation images-") and an object area data in which the object is arranged within the 
image data (i.e. crop section; Appendix 1 ; Column 5, Lines 48-50); and a photographic 
image corrector for correcting the image data based on the information (Column 5, 
Lines 46-48), wherein the photographic image corrector corrects the image data in the 
object area in which the object is arranged by using a specific correction parameter 
corresponding to the object that is arranged in the object area (c. 7, %lmageRef: 
CreativeDetaiM specifies that the object is to be corrected using the specific correction 
parameters defined in the CreativeDetaiM section), 
[claim 9] 

In regard to claim 9, note that Parulski et al. discloses the reading device reads 
the image data and the information from a removable recording medium (Figure 1b; 
"MEMORY CARD INTERFACE") or a digital imaging device through a communication 
(Figure 1b, "COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK 1 ), 
[claim 10] 
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In regard to claim 10, note that Parulski et al. discloses an image processing 
device (Figure 1b, Item 14) for image processing of an image data including a 
photographic object, comprising: a template memory for storing a template which is a 
previously prepared image data (Column 5, Lines 46-48); a reading device (Figure 1b, 
"MEMORY CARD INTERFACE") for reading the image data (i.e. a captured picture) 
and an information having a kind of an object in the image data (e.g. Appendix 1 ; 
"%AlbumHeading: ~Vacation images~") and an object area data in which the object is 
arranged within the image data (i.e. crop section; Appendix 1; Column 5, Lines 48-50); 
and a template combining means for combining the template from the template memory 
with the image gate based on the information (Column 5, Lines 46-48). 
[claim 11] 

In regard to claim 11, note that Parulski et al. discloses the reading device reads 
the image data and the information from a removable recording medium (Figure 1b; 
"MEMORY CARD INTERFACE") or a digital imaging device through a communication 
(Figure 1b, "COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK'), 
[claims 14 and 15] 

Claims 14 and 15 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 8 and 10 
respectively. Therefore, claims 14 and 15 are analyzed and rejected as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 8 and 10. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1-7, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927) in view of lijima et al. (US 6,621,524). 
[claim 1] 

In regard to claim 1 , note that Parulski et al. discloses a digital imaging device for 
obtaining image data as digital data of a photographic image including an object (Figure 
1 , Item 12), comprising: a memory for storing image data of a plurality of frames 
representing an ideal region of an object within an image (Figure 1, Item 32; Column 3, 
Lines 20-23; The office notes that different frames will select different sections of the 
object which will be maintained, while other sections will be overwritten by the frame's 
image data), each frame corresponding to object types (The office notes that different 
frames will correspond to different object types, for example, a "Happy Birthday" frame 
would correspond to a picture of a birthday party) and including data representing an 
area corresponding to the ideal region (i.e. the area which is not overwritten by frame 
data); a frame selector for selecting a frame from the plurality of frames as a selected 
frame (Column 5, Lines 35-50); a display device for displaying the selected frame 
superimposed on a monitor image obtained by an image sensing device (Column 5, 
Lines 43-45); an image capture device (Figure 1, Item 20); and a recording device 
(Figure 1 , Item 36) for recording specific information corresponding to the selected 
frame and the image data captured by the image capture device in association with 
each other (Appendix 1 ; The office notes that the utilization file corresponds the image 
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data or "a type of the object" to a selected frame) the specific information including the 
type of object corresponding to the selected frame (Appendix 1 ) and data representing 
an area corresponding to the ideal region for the selected frame (Appendix 1 , the 
specification for which creative detail is to be applied to an image specifies the "area 
corresponding to said ideal region"). Therefore, it can be seen that Parulski et al. lacks 
an image capture device which captures image data based on the a monitor image. 

lijima et al. discloses a digital camera which captures an image based upon a 
monitor image superimposed by a template image (Figure 9, Figure 10) to allow the 
user to line up a template image and picture image data properly. Therefore, It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the system of Parulski et al. to use a monitor image to guide image capturing 
to properly align a template image and picture image data as taught by lijima et al. 
[claim 2] 

In regard to claim 2, note that Parulski et al. teaches the use of selecting frames 
using keywords (Column 3, Lines 5-44). 
[claim 3] 

In regard to claim 3, note that Parulski et al. discloses storing information which 
has object region coordinates for specifying the object region (i.e. crop section; 
Appendix 1 ; Column 5, Lines 48-50) and an object name for specifying the type of 
object (e.g. Appendix 1; "%AlbumHeading: -Vacation images-"), 
[claim 4] 
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In regard to claim 4, note that Parulski et al. further discloses of an image 
corrector for correcting the image data based on the information (Column 5, Lines 43- 
46). 

[claim 5] 

In regard to claim 5, note that Parulski et al. further discloses a template memory 
for storing a template which is a previously prepared image (Figure 1, Item 36; Column 
3, Lines 5-24); and a template combining means for combining the template from the 
template memory with the image data based on the information (Column 5, Lines 43- 
46). 

[claim 6] 

In regard to claim 6, note that Parulski et al. in view of lijima et al. discloses a 
digital imagining device as claimed in claim 1 (see above). It is further noted that 
Parulski et al. further comprises a computer having a reading device for reading the 
information and the image data from the recording medium (e.g. Figure 1b, Item 14), 
and an image corrector for correcting image data based on the information (Column 5, 
Lines 46-48). 
[claim 7] 

In regard to claim 7, note that Parulski et al. in view of lijima et al. discloses a 
digital imagining device as claimed in claim 1 (see above). It is further noted that 
Parulski et al. further comprises a computer (e.g. Figure 1b, Item 14) having a template 
memory for storing a template which is a previously prepared image, a reading device 
for reading the information and the image data from a recording medium, and a 
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template combining means for combining the template from the template memory with 
the image data based on the information (Column 5, Lines 46-48). 
[claims 12 and 13] 

Claim 12 and 13 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claim 1. Therefore, 
claims 12 and 13 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to 
claim 1. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following further shows the current state of the art in image 
processing based on user selected frames: 

i. Parulski US 6,072,962 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on (571) 272-7308. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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2/16/2005 



